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My name is Derek Thomas and I am a Senior Fiscal Policy Analyst at FPWA. I would 

like to thank Chairperson Dromm and the members of the Committee on Finance for the 

opportunity to testify before you today.  

 

FPWA is an anti-poverty, policy and advocacy nonprofit with a membership network of 

nearly 170 human-service and faith-based organizations. FPWA has been a prominent 

force in New York City's social services system for nearly 100 years, promoting social 

and economic well-being of greater New York’s most vulnerable through just public 

policies and the strengthening of the human services organizations. Each year, through 

its network of member agencies, FPWA reaches close to 1.5 million New Yorkers.  

 

We’re excited to present to you today – following two years of planning and with a 

generous grant from The New York Committee Trust – FPWA’s Federal Funds Tracker.  

 

The Tracker, which is available at www.federalfundstracker.org, is our response to 

grave concerns expressed by our members following the 2016 election about the impact 

of federal fiscal policies on New York City’s social services budget and sector. The goal 

is to foster greater awareness of and engagement in the federal budget process through 

data, storytelling, and action. 

 

DATA: The Federal Funds Tracker visualizes trends and current-funding for the nearly 

40 federal grants that support the budgets of ACS, DYCD, DFTA, and DSS, which 

http://www.federalfundstracker.org/


represented 38 percent ($2.9 billion) of the City’s total federal grants in fiscal year 2018. 

The Tracker also visualizes trends for all federal grants by spending category.  

 

Indeed, following nearly a decade of austere federal budgets, we found that all federal 

grants to New York City have eroded by nearly $2 billion since fiscal year 2010 after 

adjusting for inflation, impacting a wide range of services, including hundreds of millions 

in social service grant declines.  

 

Finally, by making available the data FPWA collected, organized, and analyzed over the 

past nearly two years, we hope the Tracker’s open data features will serve as a useful 

tool to complement current efforts by our members and advocates for equitable federal 

funding. 

 

STORYTELLING: Secondly, data and charts aren’t enough. To bring these data to life, 

we collected personal stories from our members to demonstrate the positive impact that 

federal grants have had in their communities. These powerful stories reveal that even for 

relatively smaller federal grants, the impact can be life saving. 

 

ACTION: Finally, as a means to foster greater engagement, the Tracker provides FPWA 

with the data infrastructure to: 1) analyze federal proposals as they are released, 2) 

remove barriers to federal budget advocacy by making it easy for users to contact their 

NYC-area Member of Congress directly from the website, and 3) guide advocacy 



campaigns to push back against proposed cuts to critical programs and support the 

proposals that seek to strengthen them.  

 

Following our introductory report on the impact of a decade of federal austerity on human 

services that we released during our February launch –which I’ve included as an appendix 

to this testimony – we will bring these three components together to analyze President 

Trump’s forthcoming budget (which we expect will impose the strict spending caps that 

has led to the disinvestment the Tracker reveals). The analysis will illustrate the impact 

on the four city agencies featured on the Tracker, tell stories from the communities our 

members serve to illustrate the federal budget’s real-life impact, and connect New 

Yorkers with their NYC-area Member of Congress to support a new budget agreement 

that not only prevents the planned sequestration cuts but also increases funding for 

programs that serve low-to middle-income families and are already woefully 

underfunded. 

 

Conclusion 

We thank the City Council for the opportunity to testify, and for your work in defending our 

members and their communities from ongoing federal attacks.   
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